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NEW YORK NUCLEAR PLANTS TO GET INDEPENDENT SEFETY ASSESSMENT THANKS TO CONGRESSMAN’S ADVOCACY

“VERMONT GETS EXPERIMENT,” SAYS COALITION ADVISOR 

New England Coalition today sent a letter to Vermont’s Congressional Team and Governor Advising that, under the duress of legislation proposed by US Representative Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) and backed by Senator Hilary Rodham Clinton (D-NY) ,  US Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Nils J. Diaz has agreed that his agency will perform an extraordinary safety assessment of the Indian Point Power Stations(2) in Westchester County,  NY.  Hinchey’s bill specifically calls for an "Independent Safety Assessment." 

According to Shadis, Mr. Hinchey’s office told New England Coalition that it drew on the 1996 NRC Independent Safety Assessment of Maine Yankee in drafting its bill. The rigorous diagnostic evaluation of plant systems and operations, as it was performed following a flawed NRC approval of a 1989 Maine Yankee 10% power uprate, was first recommended for the Vermont Yankee Plant by New England Coalition Staff Technical Advisor for the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Plant in hearings before the Vermont Public Service Board on the sale of Vermont Yankee to Entergy Corporation in 2002.  Shadis, who had also been named to a Federal Advisory Committees Act Panel (requiring expertise in the subject area) to review NRC’s new Reactor Oversight Process, was then admitted for expert testimony by the Vermont Public Service Board. 

These days, Shadis (though not an attorney) is representing New England Coalition before the US NRC and the Vermont PSB and ANR.  Shadis was instrumental in securing the nation’s first convening of an NRC Atomic Safety and Licensing Board to review Vermont Yankee’s extended power uprate.  Though safety issues admitted by the ASLB remain to be adjudicated, the NRC’s Staff has nonetheless issued permission for Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee to begin ramping up top 120 % of original licensed thermal power in the 35 year old reactor. 

"We can’t for the life of us understand," Shadis said, "Why Vermont elected officials refuse to demand the same degree of assurance and protection as that demanded by elected officials of Maine and New York.  I’m sure there will be some excuse, some may try to falsely equate NRC’s recent paper chase with a real top-to-bottom physical, or Heaven help us, try to invoke the even more removed judgment of NRC’s in-house advisory panel, but Vermont deserves better…in the end …really...history will judge.’’
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